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By doubting we come at truth — Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 BC - 43 BC)

The beginning of wisdom is found in doubting; by doubting we come to the question, and by
seeking we may come upon the truth. — Pierre Abelard (1079-1142)

If a man will begin with certainties, he shall end in doubts; but if he will be content to begin
with doubts, he shall end in certainties. — Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626)

To deny, to believe, and to doubt absolutely — this is for man what running is for a horse.
— Blaise Pascal (1623-1662)

Doubt is the vestibule through which all must pass before they can enter into the temple
of wisdom. — Charles Caleb Colton (1780-1832)

...Have patience with everything unresolved in your heart and...try to love the questions
themselves as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign language. Don’t
search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, because you would not be able
to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then,
someday far in the future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the
answer. — Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926)

The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing. One
cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the
marvelous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of this
mystery every day. Never lose a holy curiosity. — Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different
drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away.
— Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I —
I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

— Robert Frost (1874-1963)

Doubt isn’t the opposite of faith; it is an element of faith. — Paul Tillich (1886-1965)

Cherish your doubts, for doubt is the handmaiden of truth.
Doubt is the key to the door of knowledge; it is the servant of discovery.
A belief which may not be questioned binds us to error,
for there is incompleteness and imperfection in every belief.
Doubt is the touchstone of truth; it is an acid which eats away the false.
Let no man fear for the truth, that doubt may consume it; for doubt is a testing of belief.
The truth stands boldly and unafraid; it is not shaken by the testing:
For truth, if it be truth, arises from each testing stronger, more secure.
He that would silence doubt is filled with fear; the house of his spirit is built on shifting sands.
But he that fears not doubt, and knows its use, is founded on a rock.
He shall walk in the light of growing knowledge; the work of his hands shall endure.
Therefore let us not fear doubt, but let us rejoice in its help:
It is to the wise as a staff to the blind; doubt is the handmaiden of truth.

— Robert T. Weston (1898-1988)
© by Robert T. Weston. Complete poem reprinted by permission of Richard Weston-Jones

Doubt is part of all religion. All the religious thinkers were doubters.
— Isaac Bashevis Singer (1904-1991)

Cover Art: Horticulturist’s Dilemma by Simon Alexander-Adams



Cherish Your Doubt

for SATB choir and piano, with vocal soloists
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* Soloists are welcome to ad lib freely, taking liberties with rthythm, pitch, dynamics and vocal inflection.
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A LOT OF HARD WORK &
CREATIVITY
WENT INTO BRINGING
THIS MUSIC TO YOU...

...AND SOME OF IT
WAS EVEN MINE.

THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.
(YOU KNOW WHY.)

A COMPLETE PERUSAL COPY MAY BE PURCHASED
FROM ELIZABETH ALEXANDER AT
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Very freely, ad lib.
(Trust your intuition)
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